From Britney and a python
to Taylor and a snake
STORY BY TROY L. SMITH
troys@rochesterinsider.com

The MTV Video Music Awards have always been unique.
They’re not as stuffy as the Grammys, nor are they as goofy
as the People’s Choice Awards. The VMAs fall somewhere in
between, which provides for enough seriousness to produce
memorable performances while still leaving the door open for
spontaneity.
This year’s ceremony, taking place at 9 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 12,
has lined up such performers as Kanye West, Eminem, Linkin
Park and Usher, among others, and is sure to feature a whole
lot of randomness.
As the VMAs enter a new decade, we look back at the most
memorable moments from the past 10 years.

rochester.metromix.com

SEPTEMBER 10, 2010

INSIDER

18

MTV

2001

It was the height of Britneymania. She was the biggest
pop star in the world. She was
a sex symbol. She was the
undisputed queen of the
VMAs. Showing off her tight
torso and wearing an albino
python around her neck,
Spears’ performance of “I’m a
Slave 4 U” at the 2001 ceremony serves as a lasting
image of how astonishing the
pop star was compared with
the train wreck she became.
The 2001 ceremony marked
the end of an era for the music
industry in general. It was the
last year we saw a mega pop
star of Spears’ magnitude until
perhaps Lady Gaga. And while
artists like Eminem, Jay-Z and
Beyoncé held the spotlight at
subsequent shows, the VMAs
were never really the same.
Two years later, at the 2003
ceremony, Spears had another
memorable moment, but it
took much more than a snake
and a bikini to turn heads ...
Photo by Matt Wittmeyer, photo illustration by Sara J. Hickman-Himes

Model Cathleen Frisbee, 23, of Greece, rocks
Britney’s ‘Slave’ look, python and all.
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2003

Photos by Matt Wittmeyer, illustrations by Sara J Hickman-Himes

Above, from left, model Marie Edwards,
26, and model Yolanda Marie, 26, both of
Rochester, go in for the Madonna/Christina Aguilera kiss. Below, model Stacey
Schulze, 23, of Rochester, joins Edwards
and Yolanda Marie to continue the historymaking performance.
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When Britney Spears and
Christina Aguilera strolled
out on the stage in wedding
dresses at the 2003 VMAs,
paying tribute to Madonna’s memorable 1984 performance of
“Like a Virgin,” it was safe bet Madonna would show up. And
show up, she did.
My recollection of that moment is as clear as day. I was
sitting in my college dorm room, downloading music with the
television on in the background, when my two friends started
screaming. I caught the tail end of her kissing Spears (and
Justin Timberlake’s awkward reaction as he sat in the audience). After watching the YouTube video recently, I was reminded that Missy Elliott came out at some point to rap with
the trio. But really, who remembers that part?
MTV

In the summer of 2002, R. Kelly was indicted on 21 counts of child
pornography (ultimately, he was found not guilty). But even with his
personal life a mess, he managed to release what arguably is his best
album, 2003’s Chocolate Factory, and his best song, “Ignition (Remix),” to date. It was all downhill from there.
Kelly’s music grew stale and began to match the weirdness of his life. In 2005, he released the ﬁvepart “Trapped in the Closet” song and video series. The song was Kelly’s last memorable hit (go ahead
and try to name a quality song he’s done since). When he performed “Trapped in the Closet” at
the 2005 VMAs, it appeared to be his last shot at greatness. But it was all for naught.
The performance came across as awkward and pathetic. It was the last signiﬁcant moment for the Pied Piper of R&B.

2005

MTV

Photos by Matt Wittmeyer, illustration by Sara J. Hickman-Himes

Comedian JB Brown, 30, of Rochester, takes his turn as a manic R. Kelly performing
"Trapped in the Closet." Find out more about Brown at www.myspace.com/loljbbrown.
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2006

OK Go could go on to make an abundance of stellar albums and have a fruitful
career. However, the band will likely always be
remembered for its YouTube breakthrough. In the summer of 2006, the video for OK
Go’s single “Here it Goes Again,” featuring band members doing elaborate choreography on treadmills, became a YouTube sensation.
When it was announced that OK Go would perform at the 2006 VMAs, it wasn’t
clear what the band was going to do. However, when the spotlight hit the stage and the guys were standing on treadmills, the crowd erupted. It’s one thing to do that kind of choreography in a video, where only they know how many takes
it took, but it’s another to do it on live television. Three minutes later, the band had pulled off a ﬂawless re-creation of
the video that made it famous. It was one of the best and most difﬁcult performances in VMA history.
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The guys from local band Strike the Sky, strike the infamous OK Go pose. Strike the Sky are, back row from
left, Mike Bryant, 26, of Rochester and Alex Butler, 23, of Rochester; front row, from left, Rob Cerame, 28, of
Rochester and Doug Abraham, 27, of Rochester. Find out more about Strike The Sky at www.strikethesky.com

MTV

2009
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Comedian Joel James, 24,
of Rochester, plays Kanye,
and grabs the mic from our
Taylor Swift, played by Leah
Stacy, 25, of Rochester.
Check out James’ comedy at
JoelJamescomedy.com.
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It was the moment that made the VMAs relevant
again. For years, MTV’s ﬂagship award show seemed
pointless. Ratings were down and there was very
little buzz. But last year, Kanye West and Taylor
Swift managed to create one of the biggest stirs in recent memory.
It started off as rather routine. Swift was making her way up to receive her award for
Best Female Video, when West rushed on stage, grabbed the mic from Swift and said
those infamous words: “Yo, Tay, I’m really happy for you, and I’mma let you ﬁnish, but
Beyoncé had one of the best videos of all time.”
Seconds later, Twitter and Facebook were ﬂooded with
posts about “poor Taylor” and how evil Kanye West is. Both
seem to have recovered and so too have the VMAs. They’re
even bringing West back for this year’s ceremony. After all,
he was right. Beyoncé’s video was dope. ◆

