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The Roc City Diamonds: In back, from left, Danielle Bonnette, 26, of Rochester, Jessica Giarrantano,
23, of Greece and Amelina Alvarez, 26, of Rochester. At center, Julie Giarrantano, 27, of Greece. In
front, Danielle Barone, 24, of Rochester. Makeup by Silvana Gulino, Cori Palazzolo and Jennifer Cinan-
ni; hair by Lindsey Welter, Kay King and Danielle Bonnette, all of Scott Miller Salon.
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STORY BY TROY L. SMITH
troys@rochesterinsider.com

continued >>

Seeing ‘Burlesque’ 
inspires Greece 
woman to form 

Roc City 
Diamonds 

dance troupe

On a recent Monday night, Julie Giarrantano stands inside the
Little Red Dancing School in Gates, directing an onslaught of hip
swivels, gyrations and booty shakes with the focus of a conductor
leading an orchestra.

“One, two, three, four …” Giarrantano counts out as she leads
her team of Roc City Diamonds, the burlesque group she

started last year.
As the group’s director, Giarrantano doesn’t dance.

She’s too busy organizing, promoting and chore-
ographing the centerpiece of the Roc City Dia-

monds’ Emerald Party, taking place Friday,
March 18, at The Club at Water Street.

The routine, choreographed to the
soundtrack of the recent film Bur-

lesque (starring Christina Aguilera
and Cher), starts with a seduc-

tion. Dancer Danielle Barone,
24, of Rochester, struts out

in high heels with a flirta-
tious vibe that’s sure to

melt a man’s heart. Then,
like a sudden sea of hot-

ness, the rest of the Dia-
monds flip and spin their way

across the stage.
It’s an over-the-top show

that’s part burlesque, part cabaret
and part Broadway. Unlike other forms

of burlesque, there is no actual stripping
involved, but the sensuality is undeniable.

There’s nothing quite like it — the mix of high-level
dancing, performance art and sex appeal— in Roch-

ester.

PHOTOS BY CARLOS ORTIZ
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“There are hip-hop, modern dance, contemporary groups and ballet compa-
nies out there, which is great,” says the 27-year-old Greece resident Giarranta-
no. “But I wanted something a little more Vegas-style, because we don’t have
that here.”

She says the idea came to her five years ago, and she was finally able to
bring it to fruition after finishing her bachelor’s degree in communications
at St. John Fisher last year. In truth, however, Giarrantano has been
working toward this nearly her entire life.

She started as a student at the Little Red Dancing School, owned
by her aunt Lisa Allain, at the age of 2. Giarrantano became an
assistant teacher at age 15 and now works full time as instructor.
When it came time to put together the Diamonds, Giarrantano
reached out to the girls she grew up dancing with.

“I know a lot of dancers here,” she says. “It’s a passion for
them, but it’s something they would normally have to leave here
to do on a professional level. So this is an outlet for them to be
creative and stay here.”

The first to join was 26-year-old mother of three Danielle
Bonnette, who had been away from dance for nearly seven
years. Next came Rochester resident Amelina Alvarez, 26, a
personal trainer at the Rochester Athletic Club. Then came
Barone, a sales account executive for the Rochester Red
Wings.

The trio has been dancing together since grade school. Roc
City Diamonds was their chance to hold onto a childhood
dream that was slipping away.

“It got to the point where I was older and didn’t want to
take classes with 16-year-old girls that look amazing and
were size zeros,” admits Barone. “To have this is special. We
work even harder at it now because it feels like a gift.”

To round out the initial group of dancers, Giarrantano 
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enlisted the services of her younger sister, Jessica, 23, of
Greece. The group began practicing regularly last August at a
time when Julie Giarrantano admits she still wasn’t sure if
people would get it. She overcame that doubt with some
help from Aguilera and Cher. 

“I think I was scared at first,” Giarrantano says. “But after
seeing Burlesque, it inspired me even more to do this. I
saw it as a sign that I’m going in the right direction.”

Roc City Diamonds debut performance came last Dec.
8 as part of the Mistletoe Show, put on by 100.5, “The
Drive,” at Water Street Music Hall. After that, the group
held auditions and followed up with bigger performances
at One nightclub in early February and the Fat Saturday
masquerade ball at Water Street earlier this month.

Giarrantano says the group has sold more than 300
tickets for the Emerald Party. The show will easily be the
Roc City Diamonds’ biggest yet. Early success has Giar-
rantano and her team dreaming of a future in which the
Roc City Diamonds will be able to tour or even hold down
a local venue and perform weekly.

But high hopes haven’t calmed the perfectionist in
Giarrantano. As the girls finish a brief run through, Giarran-
tano goes over what went right and what went wrong dur-
ing rehearsal.

“I can tell what’s going to be messy,” she says in a busi-
ness-like manner.

The team quickly scrambles back to their starting
positions for another run-through. After a run of leg
splits, pops and locks, the girls seem to have it
down. A provocative aura of confidence has
filled the room.

“We’re going for the wow factor,”
Alvarez says.

Mission accomplished. ◆

EMERALD PARTY
WHEN: 9 p.m. Friday, March 18
WHERE: The Club at Water
Street, 204 N. Water St.
COST: $7 in advance;
$12 at the door.
TICKETS: www.ticket
master.com
MORE INFO: twitter.com/
Roccitydiamonds
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