Relationship improv duo looks forward
to their wedding — and back on falling in love

If you’ve ever attended a ManShee Chronicles show, you
know the deal. The audience calls out relationship scenarios
to improv duo Marc D’Amico and Beth Winslow, who act
them out with hilarious results.
There is one relationship the 29-year-old D’Amico and
33-year-old Winslow refuse to act out onstage: their own.
But what a lovely act it would be.
The Penﬁeld residents started out as members of Unleashed! Improv comedy troupe. Their comedic chemistry
evolved into ManShee
in June 2008.

FIRST IMPRESSIONS
WINSLOW: I was a founding member of Unleashed! We were
in existence for about a year when Marc came and
tried out. When I ﬁrst met him, I was like,
“Who’s the new cutie in our group?”

D’AMICO: We had great onstage chemistry from the start. Then one night I
had a dream that we started a twoperson show. So we started chatting about it and decided we
should try it out.

WINSLOW: He was in a relationship when we ﬁrst started ManShee, but I always had a crush on
him from afar.
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Just a few months later, they were dating, and in May
2010, D’Amico popped the question.
Now the two ﬁnd themselves balancing wedding plans
(the ceremony is July 2) with their busy work schedules.
D’Amico teaches full-time at Hilton High School and will
star in The Triangle Factory Fire Project at JCC Centerstage in March. Meanwhile, Winslow just wrapped up a
month of more than 30 performances starring in I’ll Be
Geneseeing You at Geva Theatre Center.
The duo is still putting on ManShee shows, too, the
next on Friday and Saturday, Feb. 25 and 26, at
MuCCC. And seeing how D’Amico and Winslow decline to incorporate their own relationship into the act,
we thought we’d have them retrace the steps that
took them from improv colleagues to future husband
and wife. After all, in true love, there is no acting.
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LOVE IS IN THE AIR
D’AMICO: Things were cool, and we were friends at ﬁrst. Then stuff changed in our personal lives. I
became single.

WINSLOW: People would always see us together and ask, “Are you married?”
D’AMICO: We got to that space where there were sparks. There was that whole, “Oh, we kind of work
together. Should we? Shouldn’t we?” One night, I was in a show, and she came to see it. We went out to
get something to eat afterward. I remember the moment we parted ways, I had this pit in my stomach,
like ‘Aw, I wish she was still here.’

WINSLOW: After that, there was this whole “Are we dating or aren’t we?” for a while until we ﬁnally
decided we were in a relationship.

THE L-WORD
D’AMICO: I had been talking (with) friends and family about these feelings I was having. Then Christmas Eve came around, and late that night I sent her a text message telling her I loved her for the ﬁrst
time. It was from the heart. And the rest, as they say, is history.

WINSLOW: Wait. What he’s leaving out is that he called me after sending me the text. I had been
asleep for a couple of hours. I woke up, and we were talking on the phone. He asked me how I felt, and
I proceeded to pour my heart out. I said, “So what do you think?” And he was asleep on the other end
of the phone. It was simultaneously the greatest, yet most frustrating moment of my life.
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D’AMICO: But it worked out. [Laughs]

MIXING BUSINESS WITH
PLEASURE
WINSLOW: Our family members who love our improv relationship were like, “You guys aren’t
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going to be able to keep doing it.” But it didn’t really change the dynamic.

D’AMICO: We’ve always been tight friends. That hasn’t changed. The only thing we need to be
more disciplined about now is when it’s time to do comedy stuff and when it’s time to do relationship stuff. The line can get blurred.

STARTING OUT AS FRIENDS
WINSLOW: I think it’s great, because you know that person on a different level. When you
start dating someone new that you didn’t have a friendship with, you’re in that honeymoon
period where the girl has her makeup on all the time, her teeth are always brushed and she
never complains about anything. When you’re friends, you can just be who you are with each
other.

D’AMICO: We’d been backstage before shows. We had our arguments about whatever. All of
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that was taken care of. It’s all about knowing the other person.

WINSLOW: And I think it’s important in a relationship to keep that friendship too.

WEDDING PLANS
D’AMICO: We did a good job from the beginning, getting a lot of the big stuff out
of the way. That helped. Now we have just a few more bigger pieces to take care of.

WINSLOW: Yes, the ﬂowers; trying to plan the honeymoon; invitations. You know,
it’s funny. At the beginning of the process I didn’t think we would actually make it to
the altar because we had such different ideas of a wedding. He’s very “Let’s have a big
wedding and invite everyone we know.” I’m like “Let’s elope. Let’s go down to the justice
of the peace and make this happen.” For example, I wanted just one maid of honor and
one best man. And now there are 20 people in the wedding party.

D’AMICO: But they’re all people we love, and it’s going to be fun.
WINSLOW: It’s turned into an extravaganza that I didn’t anticipate.
D’AMICO: Oh, it’s going to be nice.

KEYS TO A SUCCESSFUL
RELATIONSHIP
WINSLOW: The biggest thing for us is communication. The key is being completely honest
with the other person, even if it’s something you don’t think they want to hear. We’re creative
artists, so we’re a little off-kilter to begin with. We have strong personalities. So I think it’s
even more important for us to communicate with each other.

D’AMICO: If you just assume what a person’s thinking, you’ve got a 50 percent chance of
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being right. Whereas if you talk about it, everything is out in the open, and you know what
the deal is. We’re great friends, and we’re crazy about each other. We’ve come to grips with
the fact that, “You know what? You’re stuck with me. Take it or leave it.”

WINSLOW: You ask our moms, and they’ll tell you a week after the wedding.
D’AMICO: Yeah. Our moms and my sisters.
WINSLOW: I don’t know. We’re still in the process of trying to ﬁgure out our next stage as a married couple.
D’AMICO: To be continued. [Laughs] ◆
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D’AMICO: The mini-ManShees!

WHEN: 8 pm. Friday and Saturday, Feb. 25 and 26 WHERE: MuCCC, 147 Atlantic Ave.
COST: $10 at the door. MORE INFO: www.mansheefunny.com
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THE MANSHEE CHRONICLES

