Local couples tell us how they make
romance work in the real world
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Nowadays, it seems relationships just don’t last.
Everywhere you look, people are breaking it up. High divorce rates and
Tiger Woods’ inﬁdelity have a lot of us wondering, ‘What’s the point?’
Amid all that, we managed to ﬁnd four passionate local couples who
embody that old-school movie idea of romance, in which love prevails.
As Valentine’s Day approaches, we got their thoughts on how to ﬁnd a
balance between the love they want with the lives they live:
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KEVIN MAHONEY OF HENRIETTA AND LANNIE TRAN OF ROCHESTER, BOTH 25
Guitarist Mahoney is on the road a lot, so this couple goes the extra mile to make up for lost time
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Kevin, you’re the guitarist in national band Hit The Lights. How hard is it having a relationship
when you tour most of the year?
KEVIN: I joined the band two years ago, and it was like we never saw each other again.
LANNIE: It went from seeing him every single day and spending every second together to … (him being)
gone for two or three months.
How do you stay sane?

LANNIE: I do what I can to remind him what he has at home. I send him texts all the time and I call. I
send him cute pictures on his phone throughout the day. I travel to see him when I can. I ﬂew to California for AP (Alternative Press) tour last year. I’ve driven to Detroit and Canada.
KEVIN: It’s one of the hardest things about touring. I’d say it pretty much is a long-distance relationship.
But Web cams, texting all that stuff deﬁnitely helps.
Do you ever worry about Kevin having groupies around him on the road?
LANNIE: At ﬁrst it bothered me, but now I’m used to that. Mainly because most of his fans are actually
older dudes [laughs]. When I would go visit him at shows, I’d expect them to bring on the girls. But it’s
just a bunch of guys our age approaching him.
What’s the most romantic thing you have ever done for each other?
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LANNIE: The ﬁrst year he was on the road we weren’t going to see each other for each of our birthdays. So we spent our last day celebrating them. We were at the Guitar Center, and he said he loved
this certain guitar. I told him not to get it because it was ugly. I went back the day before he left and
I bought it for him. He took it with him on the road.
KEVIN: When we got home from Japan last summer, I didn’t tell her that I was coming home that
day. We took a 12-hour ﬂight from Japan … Once we actually landed in Ohio, I rented a car and
drove seven hours overnight and showed up at her doorstep with McDonald’s breakfast.
And your thoughts on Valentine’s Day?
KEVIN: It’s an excuse to celebrate the special things in your life.
LANNIE: I love him every single day, and I show him every day. But Valentine’s Day is that
extra day to go all out. And it’s your one excuse to buy special lingerie.
KEVIN: Yeah, she always buys me dirty lingerie. I look fantastic in it. I’ll send you some pics sometime.

Though their relationship is largely long-distance, Lannie
Tran and Kevin Mahoney never fail to express their love for
one another, sometimes with dirty ... lingerie.

MARK AND LILIANA SCHNEIDER, 27 AND 25, OF GREECE

at the same stuff. Nothing is too serious where we can’t walk away and laugh about it.

The newlyweds talk about married life

How did you know it was the right time to pop the question?
MARK: I just did it. I didn’t have any certain feeling that had changed. I just knew.

Now that you’re married, have you become the go-to couple for friends
seeking advice?
LILIANA: I think no one comes to us at all anymore [laughs]. Now that we’re married
we can’t be involved in anything, it seems. It’s just that we have so much going on. We
kind of like to do things together more as a couple now, things around the house or
going out with other married couples. We’re not into going out to the clubs or bars
like we used to. I think it’s the beginning of a lot of things, planning a family and a
new life.

What are some of the keys to staying sane while living together?
MARK: She stays out of the garage, and I stay out of the kitchen [laughs].
LILIANA: I think laughing and always communicating are important. We’re brutally honest
with each other, which is a good thing. There are no secrets. And we’re constantly laughing

And your thoughts on Valentine’s Day?
LILIANA: I think it’s a little overrated. I think you should always be loving each other
and telling each other how you feel, not just on one speciﬁc day.
MARK: It is overrated, but if that’s how they want to play it ...

How’s life changed now that you’re married?

LILIANA: I don’t think it has. The day we got married, we went home and I was like, “Does
this feel any different to you?” And (Mark) said, “No, it doesn’t feel any different.” It’s not
good, it’s not bad. It’s perfect. The only thing that’s changed is that we live together now.

Some advice from Mark and Liliana Schneider.
Don’t save up your love for Valentine’s Day. “You
should always be loving each other,” she says.
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ERIK WARD, 28, AND LESLIE ZINCK,
29, OF ROCHESTER
The Lovin’ Cup owners talk about being a couple and business
partners
A relationship can be stressful enough, but having the
business has to complicate things.
LESLIE: Absolutely. When we were developing this idea and
rolling it out, we kind of addressed the issue with each other.
We knew this was going to be difﬁcult, living together and
working together. But we both agreed we were strong enough.
This was either going to be what breaks us or makes us the
strongest couple ever. It’s not without stress or arguments, but
in the end I think it makes us stronger to be able to balance all
these things.
ERIK: It’s got its ups and downs. You deﬁnitely get stressful,
and you can get at each others’ wits ends. Then again, we both
help each other out a lot.
How do you work in relationship time together?
ERIK: We’re on different schedules a lot. I work early in the
morning, and she stays ’til late at night. So I’m always tired
and she’s wide awake when I see her. It’s tough.
LESLIE: How much good quality time do we spend alone? It’s
not that often. But when we do, we cherish it more. We got
away last Christmas. We both got each other a little getaway,
just the two of us. We went on a ski trip for one night, and it
was the most unbelievable time. But as we were driving back,
we could feel the stress creeping back in. Even when you’re
away, you’re never away.
What tips have you learned that help make it easier?
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LESLIE: When we ﬁrst opened, we moved into an apartment
above the restaurant. That’s one of the ﬁrst mistakes we made.
Have work, but have home be separate. The stress is more
prominent when all you can see out the window is your business’ parking lot. So we moved, and just driving away after
work felt so amazing. You’ve got to have balance.
And you’re thoughts on Valentine’s Day?
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ERIK: It’s never been something that I’m like, “Oh my God, it’s
Valentine’s Day!” We’ll work and, the next day, go out to eat.
There’s no shower of roses or anything like that.
LESLIE: Society puts this big emphasis on it. Certainly it gives
you a chance to take a minute and appreciate your signiﬁcant
other. But you should be doing that anyway. I don’t necessarily
agree that one day of the year should be this big pandemonium. It’s blown up just like any holiday. But of course, we’re
having a big party here with dinner and stuff for customers
[laughs].
Erik Ward and Leslie Zinck manage their restaurant/
cafe/club by working different schedules. But when
they are able to spend quality time together, “we
cherish it more,” she says.

DUSTIN BRODERICK, 28, AND BRITTANY FUCCI, 25, OF ROCHESTER
The recently engaged couple is looking forward to tying the knot
What’s engaged life like?
DUSTIN: It’s great. It’s kind of like there’s a little bit of pressure taken off on both sides. We’re planning a New Year’s Eve
wedding, so we’re really looking forward to that.
BRITTANY: I was very surprised. I was not expecting it that day. For my Christmas present he took me to New York City
and proposed to me at Rockefeller Center.
How’d you know it was the right time?
DUSTIN: To be honest, it was a long time coming. We were caught up in life. There were things like her graduating from
college, and we had to put things in order. But it just kind of hit me and it felt like it was time to do it.
BRITTANY: I’d been getting a lot of pressure from friends. A lot of my friends got engaged recently. There was pressure
from family and my grandmother, who is 95. Every time she saw Dustin it was the only thing she’d ask — “When are you
going to propose?” The minute I’d stopped getting my hopes up, he proposed.
Any worries about the idea that once you’re married, you’ll grow apart from your friends?
DUSTIN: We’re actually a pretty fun couple, and if we were going to separate ourselves from everyone as a
couple, it would have happened by now. We’ve given it enough time as to where we’re used to being together
and we’re not going to shut our friends out once we’re married. It’s not going to be any kind of funeral.
How do you think life will change once you’re married?
DUSTIN: I think the weirdest thing is going to be treating everything as one; going from this is
my car to our car. Everything is going to be combined as one. You work as a team, but it’s
hard. It’s a transition, for sure.
BRITTANY: A week after I got engaged, someone asked me when I was having
babies. That’s going to be the next question everyone asks. The pressure is neverending. I just want to enjoy this year planning the wedding and not look too
(far) ahead into the future. Let’s enjoy the early days of marriage.
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Brittany Fucci and Dustin Broderick are looking forward to
their wedding and making
memories.
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And your thoughts on Valentine’s Day?
BRITTANY: I love it. It’s a great day for us to spend together. But
I’m not super into the mushy stuff. I don’t need a lot of candy,
ﬂowers or anything. If he surprises me, that’s nice.
DUSTIN: She’s not getting anything this year
[laughs]. I’ve already spent enough. ◆

